
RE Skills Progression (2021-2022)

GOVERNMENT GUIDANCE:
RE is not a statutory part of the National Curriculum but schools must provide a basic curriculum. The curriculum must be a
balanced and broadly based one which ‘promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils and of
society and prepares pupils for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later life’. (School Standards and Framework
Act)

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

In Nursery and Reception we firmly believe that a child learns best through child-initiated play where they can build important life skills such as curiosity,
concentration, creativity, problem solving, use of their imagination and independence through purposeful play experiences.

We use this child-led approach to plan ‘in the moment’.  This means we observe children and find out what excites and fascinates them.  We then look for
‘teachable moments’ to take children’s learning to the next step.  By doing this we encourage children to become lifelong learners who are willing to take
risks and challenge themselves.  In order to do this we have an enabling environment inside and outside for children to explore and access independently
with the support of skilled adults.  Although we follow the child’s lead and recognise each child’s different starting points, our environment is resourced to
ensure children cover the Statutory EYFS Framework.

The early stages of RE are covered in the seven areas of learning and more specifically Personal, Social and Emotional Development.  At Tower Hill,
children express their own preferences and interests, talk about themselves and their families and learn about other cultures and places.
H was ready for snack.  T asks are you going to have an orange or a banana? H says a banana.  I don’t like oranges.  T asks what other fruits H likes and dislikes. H unsure.  T models language
for fruit and asks if H likes them or not.  H likes bananas, apples, pears and strawberries but not pineapple or oranges.
A was looking at photographs in her special book.  T asks when was that taken?  A said Christmas.  T asks if A did anything special on Christmas day. A explained how Father Christmas had left
presents under the tree and they had a big dinner. A & T went on to discuss other special things A did at Christmas.



Pro
gres
sion

Beliefs and teachings
(from various

religions)

Rituals, ceremonies and
lifestyles

(from various religions)

How beliefs are expressed Time to reflect and
personal growth

Values
(in your own and

others’ lives)

Vocabulary

KS1 Children begin to recall
and name different beliefs
and main festivals
associated with religions.
Children can recognise
different religious
symbols, their relevance
for individuals and how
they feature in festivals.

Children can:
a describe the main

beliefs of a religion;
b describe the main

festivals of a religion.

Children begin to explore daily
practices and rituals of religions,
identifying religious practices and
recognising that some are
featured in more than one
religion. Children begin to reflect
on their own experiences of
attending ceremonies.

Children can:
a recognise, name and

describe religious
artefacts, places and
practices;

b explain religious rituals
and ceremonies and the
meaning of them, including
their own experiences of
them;

c observe when practices
and rituals are featured in
more than one religion or
lifestyle.

Children explore a range of
sources of wisdom and the
traditions from which they
come. They can suggest
some meanings to religious
stories. Children begin to
recognise different symbols
and how they express a
community’s way of life.

Children can:
a name religious symbols and

the meaning of them;
b learn the name of important

religious stories;
c retell religious stories and

suggest meanings in the
story.

Children look at how an
appreciation of religion plays an
important role in the lives of
some people. They make links
to expressing identity and
belonging and what is
important to them.

Children can:

a identify things that are
important in their lives;

b ask questions about the
puzzling aspects of life;

c understand that there are
similarities and differences
between people.

Children look at and
appreciate how many
people’s values are an
important aspect of their
lives. Children look at
religious stories to
understand actions and
consequences. Children
begin to make
connections to their own
lives, looking at their own
actions and
consequences and
choices they can make.

Children can:

a look at how values
affect a community
and individuals;

b explain how actions
can affect other
people;

c understand that
they have their
own choices to
make and begin
to understand
the concept of
morals.

Gurdwara,
Rakshar Bandan, langar
meal, Samaritan, Bible,
Levite, Prophet
Muhammed, sacrifice,
consequence, Christmas,
Christmas Day, Nativity,
Eid-ul-fitr, Eid Mubarak,
Ramadan, Qur’an,  Zakat,
disciple,
apostle,friendship,
qualities, advice,
trustworthy, united, Hindu,
Christian, Bible, Jesus
Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday,
resurrection, Easter,
hosanna, symbol, sin,
hymns, cross/crucifix,
Nativity, Bethlehem,
Nazareth, slaat, puja,  Holy
Communion,ritual,
mosque, Mecca, gesture,
shrine. Murtis, Holy
Communion, church,
synagogue, mandir,
temple, Christian, Hindu,
prayer, ark, Torah, murtis,
yantra, altar, font,
Creation, reflection,
harvest, Sukkot, sukkah,
Prince, Sidddartha,
Advent, Diwali, exile, diva,
Lakshmi, Hanukkah,
Jewish, menorah, Ten
Commandments,
Shabbat/Sabbath, Sikhs,
humanist, Vaisakhi, Panj,
Pyare, gurdwara, baptism,
Bar/Bat Mitzvah,
ceremony, rite, Dastar
bandi, gurdwara, ablution,
Buddha, Buddhist, temple,
mantra, three jewels,

LKS
2

Children can describe the
key beliefs and teachings of
the religions studied,
making some comparisons
between religions. Children

Moving on from KS1, children
look at the concepts of
belonging, identity and meaning.
Children understand what
belonging to a religion might look

Children explore the expression
of beliefs through books,
scriptures, art and other
important means of
communication. Children then

Children further explore how an
appreciation of religion plays an
important role in the lives of some
people. They make links to

Children develop their
appreciation of the ways in
which people’s values are
an important aspect of their

+Hindu, Hinduism,
Vishnu, Brahma, Trimurti,
Tredevi, Brahman, Nativity,
Nazareth, pregnant,
census,inn, manger,
saviour, worship,
astrologer, Jerusalem,



expand on their knowledge
of world religions from KS1.

Children can:
a describe the key

teachings and beliefs of
a religion;

b begin to compare the
main festivals of world
religions;

c refer to religious figures
and holy books.

like, through practices and
rituals, and what it might involve.
Children begin to discuss and
present thoughtfully their own
and others’ views. Children also
explore pilgrimages as a part of a
religious life.

Children can:

a identify religious
artefacts and how they
are involved in daily
practices and rituals;

b describe religious buildings
and how they are used;

c explain religious
ceremonies and rituals
and their importance
for people’s lives and
sense of belonging.

move on to exploring a range of
beliefs, symbols and actions to
express meaning. Children can
explain the meaning of religious
stories and sources of wisdom
and the traditions from which
they come.

Children can:
a begin to identify religious

symbolism in different
forms of art and
communication;

b looking at holy texts
and stories, explain
meaning in a story;

c express their beliefs in
different forms, with
respect for others’
beliefs and comparing
beliefs.

expressing identity and
belonging, including links to
communities they may belong to.
They notice and respond
sensitively to different views.

Children can:

a understand that personal
experiences and feelings
can influence their attitudes
and actions;

b offer suggestions about why
religious and non-religious
leaders and followers have
acted the way they have;

c ask questions that have
no agreed answers, and
offer suggestions as
answers to those
questions;

d understand that there are
similarities and
differences between
people and respect those
differences

lives. They make links to
responsibility and citizenship
and choices they make
affecting their lives. Children
begin to understand the
concept of shared values
and how a community can
use shared values.

Children can:

a make
informed
choices
and
understan
d the
conseque
nces of
choices;

b describe how shared
values in a
community can affect
behaviour and
outcomes;

c discuss and
give opinions
on morals and
values,
including their
own.

King Herod, Frankincense,
myrrh,
The Last Supper, sacrifice,
Judas, Pontius Pilate,
betray, Mary Magdalene,
crucifixion, prayer,
tomb,Mecca, mosque,
quran, /koran, Allah,  5
pillars, Mohammed/
Muhammed,
Guru Nanak, Guru Granth
Sahib, sargun, nirgun,
Nam Japna, Kirt Karna,
Vand Chhakna, shabbads
Pilgrimage, rabbi, ark,
Torah, Hebrew, fast
Buddha, meditate,
enlightenment, Eightfold
path, nirvana,
Dharmachakra, shrine,
Wasak, Dhvaja, Chattra,
Taliban, campaigned,
inspired, monastery, The
Trinity, Old Testament,
pilgrimage, Catholic,
miracles, Lent, New
Testament, holy, sacred,
bible, revelation,
psalms,parables, proverbs,
Gospels, prophecy

UKS
2

Children can explain how
beliefs and teachings can
make contributions to the
lives of individuals and
communities. Children can
compare the key beliefs
and teachings of various
religions, using
appropriate language and
vocabulary and
demonstrating respect and
tolerance.

Children look further at the
concepts of belonging, identity
and meaning. They understand
how certain features of religion
make a difference to individuals
and communities. Children also
explore the rituals and
ceremonies which mark
important points in life. Moving
on from LKS2, children will have
the opportunity to explore
non-religious ways of life.

Children continue to explore the
expression of beliefs through
books, scriptures, art and any
other important means of
communication, as in LKS2.
Children then move on to
exploring a range of beliefs,
symbols and actions so they can
understand different ways of life
and expressing meaning.
Children can explain the meaning
of religious stories, sources of

Children continue to develop their
understanding of how an
appreciation of religion plays an
important role in the lives of
some people. They make links to
expressing identity and
belonging, and notice and
respond sensitively to different
views. Children can then discuss
and apply their own and others’

Children continue to
develop their appreciation
of the ways in which
people’s values are an
important aspect of their
lives. They make links to
responsibility and
citizenship.
Children begin to
understand the concept of

Worth, artefacts, call to
prayer, gratitude, tradition,
associate, incarnate,
paradox, carol,
commercialism, charity,
vulnerable, secular, peace,
acts of peace, conflict,
non-violence, pacifist,
inner peace, mindfulness,
symbols of peace,
community cohesion, fair
trade, sin, confess, repent,
covenant, atonement,
Dhammapada, The
Prophet Muhammed,



Children can:
a recognise and explain

how some teachings
and beliefs are shared
between religions;

b explain how
religious
beliefs can
shape the
lives of
individuals
and contribute
to society.

Children can:
a explain practices and

lifestyles associated with
belonging to a faith;

b explain practices and
lifestyles associated with
belonging to a non-religious
community;

c compare lifestyles of
different faiths and give
reasons why some people
within the same faith choose
to adopt different lifestyles;

d show an understanding of the
role of a spiritual leader.

wisdom and the traditions from
which they come.

Children can:
a explore religious symbolism

in literature and the arts;
b explain some of the

different ways individuals
show their beliefs;

c share their opinion or
express their own belief with
respect and tolerance for
others.

ideas about ethical questions,
including ideas about what is
right and wrong and what is just
and fair.

Children can:

a recognise and express
feelings about their
identities and beliefs;

b explain their own
opinions about tricky
concepts and tricky
questions that have no
universally agreed
answers;

c explain why their
answers may be
different from
someone else’s and
respond sensitively.

shared values and how a
community can use
shared values. Moving on
from their previous
learning, children begin to
strengthen their capacity
for moral judgements.

Children can:

a explain why
individuals and
communities may
have similar and
differing values;

b show an awareness of
morals, question
morals and
demonstrate an ability
to make choices,
understanding the
consequences;

c express their own
values while
respecting the values
of others.

Archbishop  Desmond
Tutu, Mahatma Gandhi,
healing, cured, paralysed,
blaspheme, scribes, ,
volunteer, needy,
Torah,sawm, Ramadan,
sacrifice, marriage, duty,
Humanist, secular, atheist,
Worldview, rationality,
ethical, BHA, significant,
interpret, recount, literal,
metaphorical, symbolism,
St Matthew, St. Luke,
creation, Judeo-Christian,
Abrahamic religions, Guru
Granth Sahib, Ex nihilo,
Emergence, earth diver,
Passover, Ascension,
determinism, free will,
morality, destiny, Moses,
Hebrew, moksha, Catholic,
Protestant, strike, boycott,
apartheid, eternity,
soul,Dharmic religions,
reincarnation,
emancipation, nirvana


