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Tower Hill Pupil premium strategy statement 

This statement details our school’s use of pupil premium (and recovery premium for the 
2021 to 2022 academic year) funding to help improve the attainment of our 
disadvantaged pupils.  

It outlines our pupil premium strategy, how we intend to spend the funding in this 
academic year and the effect that last year’s spending of pupil premium had within our 
school.  

School overview 

Detail Data 

School name Tower Hill Primary 

Number of pupils in school  189 

Proportion (%) of pupil premium eligible pupils 42% 

Academic year/years that our current pupil premium 
strategy plan covers (3 year plans are recommended) 

2021 - 2024 

Date this statement was published December 2021 

Date on which it will be reviewed July 2021 

Statement authorised by Paul Thomas 
(Headteacher) 

Pupil premium lead Paul Thomas 

Governor / Trustee lead  

Funding overview 

Detail Amount 

Pupil premium funding allocation this academic year £101,925 

Recovery premium funding allocation this academic year £18,773 

Pupil premium funding carried forward from previous 
years (enter £0 if not applicable) 

£0 

Total budget for this academic year 

If your school is an academy in a trust that pools this 
funding, state the amount available to your school this 
academic year 

£120,698 
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Part A: Pupil premium strategy plan 

Statement of intent 

 

At Tower Hill primary School we target the use of Pupil Premium Grant funding to 

ensure that our disadvantaged pupils receive the highest quality of education to enable 

them to become active, socially responsible citizens of the future. We recognise that 

disadvantaged children can face a wide range of barriers which may impact on their 

learning.  

Our ultimate objectives are to: 

• Remove barriers to learning created by disadvantage 

• Narrow the attainment gaps between PP pupils and their non-PP pupils 

both within school and nationally  

• Ensure ALL pupils are able to read fluently and with good understanding to 

enable them to access the breadth of the curriculum  

• Develop PP pupils’ vocabulary skills to enable them to communicate 

effectively 

• Enable pupils to look after their social and emotional wellbeing and to 

develop resilience.  

• Access a wide range of opportunities to develop their cultural capital 

In order to achieve our objectives, we will:  

• Provide all teachers with high quality CPD to ensure that pupils access effective 

quality first teaching  

• Provide targeted intervention and support to quickly address identified gaps in 

learning including the use of small group work, 1:1 tuition  

• Target funding to ensure that all pupils have access to trips, residentials, first 

hand learning experiences 

• Provide opportunities for all pupils to participate in enrichment activities 

including sport and music  

• Provide appropriate nurture support to enable pupils to access learning within 

and beyond the classroom.  

 This is not an exhaustive list and strategies will change and develop based on the 

needs of individuals.  

Key Principals:  

We will ensure that effective teaching, learning and assessment meets the needs of 

all pupils through the rigorous analysis of data. Class teachers, with the support of 
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the SENDCo and Key Stage Leaders, will identify specific intervention and support 

for individual pupils which will be reviewed at least termly. Alongside academic 

support, we will ensure that those pupils who have social, emotional and mental 

health needs will access high quality provision from appropriately trained adults. 

Challenges 

This details the key challenges to achievement that we have identified among our 
disadvantaged pupils. 

Challenge 
number 

Detail of challenge  

1 There is a pronounced vocabulary gap for PP children, with pupils 
lacking tier 2 and 3 vocabulary. This makes it harder for them to access 
texts and understand learning.  

2 PP attendance is lower than non-PP attendance. 

3 PP pupils achieve less well than non-PP pupils and have lower 
attainment in most year groups. Some pupils accessed less learning 
during lockdown than their non-PP peers and have lost learning or have 
gaps in their knowledge. 

4 Lack of cultural capital among PP pupils leads to difficulty accessing 
texts and comprehension and is a barrier to making progress. 

Intended outcomes  

This explains the outcomes we are aiming for by the end of our current strategy plan, 

and how we will measure whether they have been achieved. 

Intended outcome Success criteria 

Pupils will have the requisite vocabulary 
to understand lesson content and 
questions or tasks and to access texts 
and written resources. Pupils will use a 
wide range of vocabulary in their spoken 
language and written work.  

75% of PP pupils will be working at ARE 
in writing by 2023/24. 

Pupil premium pupils’ attendance will 
improve.  

96%+ attendance for PP as a group by 
2023/24. 

Pupil premium pupils will read regularly 
and for enjoyment and read a wide range 
of texts.  

75% of PP pupils will be working at ARE 
in reading by 2023/24. 

Pupil premium pupils will make 
accelerated progress in reading, writing 
and maths.  

75% of PP pupils will be working at ARE 
in reading, writing and maths by 
2023/24. 
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Activity in this academic year 

This details how we intend to spend our pupil premium (and recovery premium funding) 

this academic year to address the challenges listed above. 

Teaching (for example, CPD, recruitment and retention) 

Budgeted cost: £ 30,000 

Activity Evidence that supports this 
approach 

Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

RWI Phonics 
(purchase of 
resources, RWI 
booster sessions and 
non-contact time for 
training, assessment 
and evaluation) 

The EEF says that phonics has a 
positive impact overall, but 
especially for disadvantaged 
children. 

Phonics | Toolkit Strand | Education 
Endowment Foundation | EEF 

1,3 

Continue to develop 
mastery approach to 
maths. 

By aiming to ensure that all pupils 
have grasped key concepts before 
moving on, disadvantaged pupils will 
benefit and the attainment gap will 
narrow. 

 EEF Mastery Learning 
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Targeted academic support (for example, tutoring, one-to-one support 

structured interventions)  

Budgeted cost: £ 55,000 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

ARCH reading 
volunteers  

Good role models inspire children to 
read and help develop self-confidence. 
The EEF also include reading aloud as 
an oral language intervention. 

Oral language interventions | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk)  

1, 3, 4 

Small Group Tuition  The EEF says that there is very 
strong evidence that both 1:1 and small 
group tutoring can bring positive 
learning gains.  

1, 3 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/phonics/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/mastery-learning
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
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Small group tuition | Toolkit 
Strand | Education Endowment 
Foundation | EEF 

Language 
interventions (Nelli, 
Talk Boost, S&L 
groups) 

The EEF says oral language 
interventions which focus on spoken 
language and verbal interaction in the 
classroom appear to benefit all pupils. 
Some studies show slightly larger 
effects for younger children and pupils 
from disadvantaged backgrounds. A 
focus on oral language skills will have 
benefits for both reading and writing.  

Oral language interventions | 
EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk) 

1,3 

 

Wider strategies (for example, related to attendance, behaviour, 

wellbeing) 

Budgeted cost: £ 35,000 

Activity Evidence that supports this approach Challenge 
number(s) 
addressed 

Support enrichment 
activities for PP 
pupils ensuring all 
pupils are able to 
attend clubs and 
extra-curricular 
activities.  

Develops self-esteem, confidence and 
cultural capital. 

2, 3, 4 

Prioritise 
attendance, 
especially of PP 
pupils through our 
School Attendance 
Officer/Pastoral 
Support Worker 

DfE guidance has been informed by 
engagement with schools that have 
significantly reduced levels of absence 
and persistent absence. Improving 
School Attendance 

2 

Whole staff training 
on Zones of 
Regulation. 

Pupils who can self-regulate will be able 
to access learning more readily. 

Behaviour interventions | EEF 
(educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk) 

3 

Priority marking of 
PP pupil’s books. 

Teachers will be able to give better 
quality feedback to PP pupils. 

3 

Priority seating of 
PP pupils near the 
teacher where this 

Teachers will be better able to support 
PP pupils learning. 

3 

https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/evidence-summaries/teaching-learning-toolkit/small-group-tuition/
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/oral-language-interventions
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance/framework-for-securing-full-attendance-actions-for-schools-and-local-authorities
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/school-attendance/framework-for-securing-full-attendance-actions-for-schools-and-local-authorities
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/behaviour-interventions
https://educationendowmentfoundation.org.uk/education-evidence/teaching-learning-toolkit/behaviour-interventions


 

6 

benefits their 
learning. 

 

Total budgeted cost: £ 120,000 
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Part B: Review of outcomes in the previous academic 
year 

Pupil premium strategy outcomes 

This details the impact that our pupil premium activity had on pupils in the 2020 to 2021 

academic year.  

In school assessments show that attainment for PP pupils was still lower than for non-

PP pupils. Less technology and parents who were less able to support their children 

with home learning meant PP pupils were not able to access virtual learning as 

successfully as their non-pp peers. Nationally, disadvantaged pupils were affected 

more negatively by covid-19 school closures. 

Attendance data is difficult to evaluate for last year due to school closures and covid 

related absences. However, during periods when the school was open attendance for 

PP pupils was lower last year than for non-PP pupils. The rate of persistent 

absenteeism for PP pupils rose last year and was also higher than for that of non-PP 

pupils.   

 

Externally provided programmes 

Please include the names of any non-DfE programmes that you purchased in the 

previous academic year. This will help the Department for Education identify which ones 

are popular in England 

Programme Provider 

Reading Quest Quest for Learning 

Numskills Quest for Learning 

Junior Active Leaders Junior Active Leaders 

Service pupil premium funding (optional) N/A 

For schools that receive this funding, you may wish to provide the following information:  

Measure Details  
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Further information (optional) 

Using PE Premium funding, Year 6 pupils have been trained as Junior Active Leaders. 

This will increase their self-confidence and engage them more in school. They will then 

be used to support younger children at playtimes to engage them more in school and 

to show them good behaviour examples. The aim is to improve engagement, 

attendance and behaviour. They will have a focus on encouraging PP pupils to engage 

in their activities.   

 

 


