
Music Subject Progression 
 

 
 
 
 

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)  

In Nursery and Reception we firmly believe that a child learns best through child-initiated play where they can build important life skills such as curiosity, concentration, 
creativity, problem solving, use of their imagination and independence through purposeful play experiences.  
 
We use this child-led approach to plan ‘in the moment’.  This means we observe children and find out what excites and fascinates them.  We then look for ‘teachable 
moments’ to take children’s learning to the next step.  By doing this we encourage children to become lifelong learners who are willing to take risks and challenge 
themselves.  In order to do this we have an enabling environment inside and outside for children to explore and access independently with the support of skilled adults.  
 
Although we follow the child’s lead and recognise each child’s different starting points, our environment is resourced to ensure children cover the Statutory EYFS 
Framework.  
 
The early stages of Music are covered in the seven areas of learning and more specifically Expressive Art and Design.  At Tower Hill, children explore different sounds and 
rhythms, play instruments, make instruments, sing songs and dance. 
K was banging a pot like a drum.  T asked K if she could play the drum quickly, then slowly; loudly then quietly. K did this.  T then modelled a rhythm by clapping and encouraged K to copy.  K copied the rhythm.  

Music 
Progression 

Singing, Performing & 
Control of Instruments 

Listening and Musical 
Appreciation 

Exploring Sound Composition Vocabulary 

Year 1 Perform with awareness of 
others (e.g. take turns in a 
performance and sing/play 
with peers). 
Ongoing 
 
Sing with a sense of shape 
and melody.  
Ongoing 
 
Copy a simple rhythm using 
percussion. 
Term 3, Dinosaur Planet 

Listen to a piece of music, 
identifying if it is fast or slow, 
happy or sad.  
Term 6, The Enchanted 
Wood  
Talk about the songs/pieces 
of music which they enjoy. 
Ongoing 

State what they like or dislike 
about a piece of music. 
Ongoing 

Make sounds in different 
ways, including hitting, 
blowing and shaking. 
Term 1, Superheroes  
Term  5, Memory Box  
 
Copy a simple rhythm by 
clapping. 
Term 1, Superheroes 

Begin to represent sounds 
with drawings. 
Term 5, Memory Box 

melody 
percussion 
rhythm 
vocal 
vocalist 



Year 2 Use own voice in different 
ways, including speaking, 
singing and chanting for 
different effects. 
Term 1, Sea shanties 
Term 2, Christmas songs/ 
performance) 
Term 3, Partnership Schools 
Concert 

Use own voice in different 
ways, including using a loud 
or soft voice, and sing simple 
repeated phrases. 
Term 2 - Christmas songs/ 
performance 
 
Carefully choose instruments 
to combine layers of sound, 
showing awareness of the 
combined effect. 
Term 2, Christmas songs/ 
performance 
Term 3, Partnership Schools 
Concert 

Describe how an instrument 
has been used to represent a 
sound or object (e.g. a flute 
for a bird or a drum for 
thunder). 
Minute of Music- ongoing 
 
Begin to recall sounds. 
Minute of Music- ongoing 

Describe basic elements of a 
piece of music (e.g. pace, 
volume, emotion). 

Identify the difference 
between rhythm and pulse. 
Term 1 

Explain what they like or 
dislike about a piece of music 
and why. 
Minute of Music- ongoing 

 Follow a simple piece of 
written rhythmic notation. 
Term 4, Wriggle and Crawl 
 

pitch 
orchestra 
notation 
pulse 
rhythm 
pace 
volume 
emotion 

Year 3 Perform own part with 
increased control or accuracy 
when singing or playing both 
tuned and untuned 
instruments.  
Ongoing 
 
Sing songs confidently both 
solo and in groups.  
Ongoing 
Term 2 Christmas Concert in 
church 

 

Recognise changes in the 
music, using words like ‘pitch’ 
(high/low), ‘timbre’ (sound 
quality), ‘dynamics’ (loud or 
soft) and ‘tempo’ (fast or 
slow).  
Term 4 Mighty Metals 
 
Use relevant musical 
vocabulary (e.g. pitch, 
rhythm, pulse and tempo) 
when talking about the 
elements of music within a 
piece.  
Ongoing 

Create and repeat extended 
rhythmic patterns, vocally or 
by using clapping.  
Term 1 - Tribal Tales 
 

Use standard and invented 
symbols to represent sounds. 

Use written symbols both 
standard and invented to 
represent sounds. 

 

timbre 
dynamics 
tempo 
ensemble 
pitch  
rhythm 



 
 
 
 

Compare and contrast two 
pieces of music on the same 
theme.  
Term 1 - Tribal Tales 

Listen to music from different 
periods in history.  
Term 3 - Heroes and Villains 

Year 4 Perform significant parts from 
memory and from notation on 
a musical instrument or 
vocally.  
Term 2 Blue Abyss 
(Christmas Carol) 
Term 6 (Playlist) 
 
Maintain a simple part within 
an ensemble.  
Term 2 Blue Abyss 
(Christmas Carol) 
Term 6 (Playlist) 
 
Follow a basic melody line, 
using standard notation. 
Term 6 (Playlist) 

Describe how a piece of 
music makes them feel, 
making an attempt to explain 
why. 
Term 2 Blue Abyss 
(TTRockstars music 
appreciation) 
Term 3 (lockdown - regular 
music appreciation ‘SOTD’) 
 
Recall sounds with increasing 
aural memory. 
Term 6 (Playlist) 
 
Describe, compare and 
evaluate different kinds of 
music, using appropriate 
musical vocabulary 
Term 6 (Playlist) 
 
Appreciate and listen to music 
drawn from different 
traditions, cultures and 
composers. 
Term 6 (Playlist - music 
history unit) 

Create and repeat extended 
rhythmic patterns, using a 
range of percussion and 
tuned instruments. 
Term 1 (I Am Warrior - 
Spider-Fly-Caterpillar 
rhythms) 
Term 6 (Playlist) 
 

Shape composition, 
considering dynamics, timbre 
and tempo. 
Term 6 (Playlist) 

tempo 
composition 
ensemble 
 

Year 5 Maintain own part in a 
performance with confidence, 
accuracy and an awareness 
of what others are playing.  

Explain how different musical 
elements (pitch, tempo, 
rhythm, melody and 
dynamics) have been used to 
create mood and effects. 

Create simple rhythmic 
patterns with an awareness 
of timbre (quality of sound) 
and duration (length of notes 
and intervals). 

Improvise and notate musical 
phrases to develop 
compositions. 
Term 4 when we are learning 
about the Allotment. 
 

crescendo 
diminuendo 
percussion 
orchestra 
pitch  
rhythm 



 

Maintain a more complex part 
within an ensemble (e.g. sing 
in a round or use harmony). 
Perform from simple notation 
on tuned/untuned 
instruments. 
Term 3 when we are learning 
about Time Travel. 

Use musical vocabulary to 
explain some of the reasons 
why a piece of music might 
have been composed. 

Appreciate and understand 
high quality music, both live 
and recorded. 

Recognise and describe 
music and musical 
instruments from different 
periods in history. 
Term 5 and 6 when we are 
learning about Ancient 
Egyptians and Scream 
Machine. 

Term 1 and 2 when we are 
learning about the Tudors 
and Space. 
 

harmony 
round 
dynamics 

Year 6 Take the lead in 
performances and provide 
suggestions to others.  
Term 6: Tomorrow’s world 
 
Sing in tune with other 
performers.  
Term 6: Tomorrow’s world & 
Term 2: WW2 
 
Create complex rhythmic 
patterns, using a variety of 
instrumentation with an 
awareness of timbre (quality 
of sound) and duration 
(length of notes and 
intervals).  
Term 5: Blood Heart 
 

Describe how music can be 
used to create expressive 
effects and convey emotion. 
Term 1: Mexico, ongoing 
 
Listen to and comment on the 
work of musicians and 
composers, indicating own 
preferences.  
Term 1: Mexico 
 
Explain the influence of 
historical events on music. 
Term 1: Mexico  
Term 2: WW2 
 
Identify how sounds can be 
combined and used 
expressively 
Term 5: Blood Heart 

Identify and explore the 
relationship between sounds 
and how different meanings 
can be expressed through 
sound and music.  
Term 1: Mexico, ongoing 
 
 

Compose a piece of music 
based on a theme (e.g. a film 
or a special event). 
Term 5: Blood Heart 
 
Recognise/use staff and use 
unconventional notation 
when composing.  
Term 5: Blood Heart 

variation 
phrases 
theme 
 


