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Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 

In Nursery and Reception we firmly believe that a child learns best through child-initiated play where they can build important life skills such 
as curiosity, concentration, creativity, problem solving, use of their imagination and independence through purposeful play experiences.  
 
We use this child-led approach to plan ‘in the moment’.  This means we observe children and find out what excites and fascinates them.  We 
then look for ‘teachable moments’ to take children’s learning to the next step.  By doing this we encourage children to become lifelong 
learners who are willing to take risks and challenge themselves.  In order to do this we have an enabling environment inside and outside for 
children to explore and access independently with the support of skilled adults.  Although we follow the child’s lead and recognise each 
child’s different starting points, our environment is resourced to ensure children cover the Statutory EYFS Framework.  
 
The early stages of History are covered in the seven areas of learning and more specifically Understanding the World.  At Tower Hill, children 
talk about events in their own lives, compare themselves to others and role play real life experiences 
A was looking at photographs in her special book. T asked where the picture was taken.  A said ‘at Nanny’s house’.  T asked what did you do at Nanny’s house?  A said ‘it was Nanny’s birthday, 
we made her a cake. 

 
 Progression 

Similarities 
& 

Differences 

Chronology Significant 
Individuals 

Local 
History 

Continuity 
& Change 

Cause & 
Consequence 

Historical 
Questions 

Recording Historical 
Enquiry 

Vocabulary 

Year 1 Begin to 
describe 
similarities 
and 
differences 
between 
historical 

Begin to 
order 
artefacts and 
pictures from 
significantly 
different time 
periods. 

Sequence 
the story of 
a significant 
historical 
figure. 
Term 1, 2 
Superheroe

Describe, in 
simple 
terms, the 
importance 
of a local 
place or 
landmark. 

Compare 
own life 
and 
interests 
now with 
their 
babyhood 

Describe, in 
simple terms, 
why a 
significant 
individual 
acted the way 
they did. 

Ask and 
respond to 
simple 
questions 
about the past, 
using sources 
of information. 

Retell a 
story or 
significant 
event from 
their own 
past. 

Use simple 
source material 
(e.g. 
photographs) to 
answer 
questions 
about an event 

Use simple 
vocabulary to 
describe passing 
of time (e.g. now, 
then, long ago, 
before and after). 



artefacts 
and 
pictures. 
Term 1, 2, 
5 
Superhero
es, Bright 
Lights Big 
City, 
Memory 
Box 
 
 
 
 

Term 1, 2, 5 
Superheroes
, Bright 
Lights Big 
City, 
Memory Box 

s, Bright 
Lights, 
Dinosaur 
Roar, 4 

Term 2 
Bright 
Lights, Big 
City 

(e.g. 
clothes, 
toys, food, 
size, 
abilities), 
recalling a 
significant 
memory 
from the 
past. 
(Term 5 
Memory 
Box) 

Term 1, 2 
Superheroes, 
Bright Lights 

Term 1, 2, 5 
Superheroes, 
Bright Lights 
Big City, 
Memory Box 

Ongoing 
+Term 5 
Memory 
Box 

beyond living 
memory. 
Term 1, 2, 4, 5 
Superheroes, 
Bright Lights 
Big City, 
Memory Box, 
Dinosaur 
Planet 

Term 1, 2, 4, 5 
Superheroes, 
Bright Lights Big 
City, Memory 
Box, Dinosaur 
Planet 
 
year decade century 
ancient modern long 
ago timeline date 
order similar different 
because important 
living memory 
remembers 1960s 
toys materials wood 
plastic simple 
mechanical inventions 
homes houses 
grandparents’ time the 
older generation 
memories drawing 
photograph camera 
detective opinion 
artefact What…? 
When…? Where…? 
 

Year 2 Describe 
how their 
own life is 
different 
from past 
generation
s of their 
own family. 
Term 2 - 
Street 
Detectives 
Term 6 
-Beachcom
bers 

Order events 
in a period of 
history 
studied and 
begin to 
recall the 
dates of 
important 
festivals or 
celebrations. 
Term 1 - 
Land Ahoy 
Term 3 - 
Tower 

Use the 
stories of 
famous 
historical 
figures to 
compare 
aspects of 
life in 
different 
times. 
Term 1 - 
Land Ahoy 
Term 3 - 
Tower 

Describe 
how people, 
places and 
events in 
their own 
locality have 
changed 
over time. 
Term 2 - 
Street 
Detectives 
Term 6 
-Beachcom
bers 

Describe 
changes in 
the local 
area 
during their 
own 
lifetime 
and that of 
their 
parents 
and 
grandpare
nts 

Begin to 
understand 
cause and 
effect by 
looking at a 
significant 
individual’s 
actions and 
what 
happened as a 
result. 
Term 1 - Land 
Ahoy 
 

Ask and 
answer 
questions 
about a range 
of historical 
sources. 
Term 2 - Street 
Detectives 
Term 1 - Land 
Ahoy 
Term 3 - 
Tower Tunnels 
and Turrets 

Show 
increased 
knowledge 
and 
understandi
ng of 
events 
beyond 
living 
memory 
through 
simple 
recording, 
using text 

Build a ‘bigger 
picture’ of a 
historical 
period, using a 
range of source 
material. 
Term 1 - Land 
Ahoy 
Term 3 - Tower 
Tunnels and 
Turrets 

Use further terms 
associated with 
the past (e.g. 
year, decade and 
century). 
year decade century 
ancient modern long 
ago timeline date 
order similar different 
because important 
living memory 
remembers 1960s 
toys materials wood 
plastic simple 
mechanical inventions 
homes houses 



 Tunnels and 
Turrets 

Tunnels and 
Turrets 

Term 2 - 
Street 
Detectives 

Term 3 - 
Tower Tunnels 
and Turrets 

and 
drawings. 
Term 1 - 
Land Ahoy 
 
Term 3 - 
Tower 
Tunnels 
and Turrets 
 
Term 2 - 
Street 
Detectives 

grandparents’ time the 
older generation 
memories drawing 
photograph camera 
detective opinion 
artefact What…? 
When…? Where…? 

Year 3 Describe 
how their 
own lives 
are similar 
or different 
to children 
living in 
past times. 
Term 1 - 
Tribal 
Tales 
 

Show 
developing 
understandin
g of 
chronology 
by beginning 
to realise 
that the past 
can be 
divided into 
different 
periods of 
time.  
Term 1 - 
Tribal Tales 

Explain how 
a significant 
figure of a 
period 
influenced 
change. 
Term 3 - 
Heroes and 
Villains 

Describe 
how 
national 
changes 
affected 
their 
locality. 
 

Describe 
some of 
the main 
changes in 
Britain, 
resulting 
from an 
event (e.g. 
an 
invasion or 
war). 

Express an 
opinion on 
whether a 
person or 
event had a 
positive or 
negative 
impact on life 
in Britain.  
Term 3 - 
Heroes and 
Villains 

Suggest useful 
research 
questions. 
Ongoing 

Use 
labelled 
diagrams, 
recounts, 
stories, 
diaries and 
pictures to 
illustrate 
understandi
ng about 
historical 
events and 
famous 
people.  
Term 2 
Tremors 
Term 3 - 
Heroes and 
Villains 

Choose the 
most important 
source material 
for a task, 
showing 
awareness of a 
range of 
sources. 
Term 1 Tribal 
Tales,  
Term 5 Gods 
and Mortals 

Use appropriate 
historical 
vocabulary to 
describe key 
features of a time 
period. 
Term 3 - Heroes 
and Villains 
anachronism 
chronological order 
era/period B.C.E 
(Before the Common 
Era) C.E (The 
Common Era) B.C 
(Before Christ) A.D 
(Anno Domini) 
millennium thousands 
of years Stone Age 
Iron Age Celts 
Neolithic Bronze Age 
Skara Brae 
hunter-gatherer 
religion spirits 
Stonehenge hill forts 
sacrifice Britons 
nomad/nomadic 
Boudicca Romans 



invasion civilisation 
Emperor Caesar 
republic empire 
army/soldiers 
resistance conquest 
revolt outpost colony 
gods/goddesses 
invention 
archaeologist 
archaeology sources 
importance 
significance legacy 
impact effects reason 
change continuity this 
suggests… may be 
perhaps could be first 
hand evidence second 
hand evidence myths 
and legends oral 
history museum 

Year 4 Compare 
two 
periods of 
history, 
identifying 
similarities 
and 
differences 
between 
them. 
Term 1 I 
Am Warrior 
(pre and 
post 
Roman 
Britain) 
 
 
 

Place 
different 
periods of 
time on a 
timeline and 
remember 
key historical 
facts and 
some dates 
from a 
period 
studied. 
Term 1 I am 
Warrior, 
Term 3 
Traders and 
Raiders 

Explain how 
significant 
historical 
figures 
contributed 
to national 
and 
international 
achievemen
ts in a 
variety of 
eras. 
Term 1 I am 
Warrior, 
Term 3 
Traders and 
Raiders 

Describe 
the impact 
of 
international 
events (e.g. 
war) on the 
local area. 
Term 1 I am 
Warrior, 
Term 3 
Traders and 
Raiders 

Explain the 
impact of a 
significant 
historical 
figure on 
life in 
Britain. 
Term 1 I 
am Warrior 
(Boudicca) 
Term 3 
Traders 
and 
Raiders 

Explain that an 
event can have 
more than one 
cause. 
Term 1 I am 
Warrior, Term 
3 Traders and 
Raiders 

Ask and 
answer more 
complex 
questions 
through 
independent 
research. 
Term 1 I am 
Warrior, Term 
3 Traders and 
Raiders 

Choose the 
best way to 
record a 
range of 
historical 
information, 
giving 
reasons for 
their 
choice. 
Term 3 
Traders 
and 
Raiders - 
Harold and 
Athelred 

Use a range of 
source 
materials to 
answer 
questions 
about the past 
which go 
beyond simple 
observations. 
Term 1 I am 
Warrior, Term 3 
Traders and 
Raiders 

Begin to use 
abstract terms 
(e.g. empire, 
civilisation, 
parliament, 
peasantry and 
heptarchy). 
 
anachronism 
chronological order 
era/period B.C.E 
(Before the Common 
Era) C.E (The 
Common Era) B.C 
(Before Christ) A.D 
(Anno Domini) 
millennium thousands 
of years Stone Age 
Iron Age Celts Ancient 
Greece The Ancient 
Greeks The Saxons 



The Vikings The Dark 
Ages Middle Ages 
empire invasion 
civilisation settlers 
migration Roman 
withdrawal invasions 
kingdoms settlements 
conversion Christianity 
reputation raids 
resistance Danegeld 
Sparta Athens culture 
achievements legacy 
democracy impact 
effects consequences 
change continuity 
cause/s infer suggest 
My conclusion is 
that…. historian 
archaeologist 
archaeology first hand 
evidence second hand 
evidence myths and 
legends 

Year 5 Make 
connection
s between 
two 
periods of 
history, to 
begin to 
develop 
historical 
perspectiv
e. 
Term 1 
and 2 
(Tudors 

Independentl
y place 
historical 
events or 
change on a 
timeline, 
rememberin
g key facts 
from a 
period of 
history 
studied. 
Term 1 - 
Tudors and 

Describe 
how a 
significant 
individual or 
movement 
has 
influenced 
the UK or 
wider world. 
Term 3 - 
Time Travel 

Use a range 
of local 
history 
resources to 
describe 
how an 
event (e.g. 
the Black 
Death) 
affected a 
local town 
or village. 
Term 3 
Time Travel 

Link 
events 
from 
periods 
studied to 
changes or 
developme
nts in 
contempor
ary 
society, 
both in 
Britain and 
the wider 
world. 

Explain why 
people acted 
as they did 
(e.g. why 
Henry VIII 
married many 
times in order 
to produce an 
heir to the 
throne). 
Term 1 - The 
Tudors 

Follow 
independent 
lines of enquiry 
and make 
informed 
responses 
based on this. 
Term 4 the 
Allotment 

Select, 
organise 
and record 
relevant 
information 
from a 
range of 
sources to 
produce 
well-structu
red 
narratives, 
description
s and 

Describe how 
different types 
of evidence tell 
us different 
things about 
the past (e.g. 
royal portraits 
versus 
descriptions) 
and understand 
why contrasting 
arguments and 
interpretations 
occur. Term 1 
Tudors 

Make appropriate 
use of historical 
terms in 
discussion and 
understand 
concepts (e.g. 
local, regional, 
national and 
international). 
 
anachronism 
chronological order 
era/period B.C.E 
(Before the Common 
Era) C.E (The 
Common Era) B.C 



and 
Space) 
 
 
 
 

Term 5 - 
Pharaohs 

Term 1 - 
the Tudors 

explanation
s. 
Term 1 
Tudors and 
5 Pharaohs 

(Before Christ) A.D 
(Anno Domini) 
millennium thousands 
of years Stone Age 
Iron Age Celts Ancient 
Greece The Ancient 
Greeks The Saxons 
The Vikings The Dark 
Ages Middle Ages The 
Georgians World War 
I World War II nation 
monarchy execution 
extent of change… 
extent of continuity… 
turning point The 
Tudors The Pope The 
Break with Rome 
Roman Catholic 
Protestant divorce 
male heir The 
Reformation 
monasteries Ancient 
Egypt Ancient 
Egyptians The Nile 
first civilisations North 
Africa flood fertile 
agriculture tomb 
Pharaoh pyramid 
Tutankhamun The 
Victorians The 
Industrial Revolution 
child labour 
mills/factories 
reformers legislation 
slums epidemics to 

weigh up both sides 
on one hand however 
different experiences 
primary evidence 



secondary evidence 
eye witness this 
source suggests 
that… this source 
doesn’t show that… 
reliable could have 
been… might have 
been… may be impact 
effects consequences 
legacy significance 
impression change 
continuity cause/s 
infer suggest My 
conclusion is that…. 
historian archaeologist 
archaeology 

Year 6 Make 
connection
s, draw 
contrasts 
and 
identify 
trends in 
two or 
more 
periods of 
history, to 
improve 
historical 
perspectiv
e. 
Term 1: 
Mexico 
Term 4: 
Revolution 
 

Create, from 
memory, a 
timeline from 
dates/details
/eras, 
showing 
knowledge 
of how to 
check for 
accuracy. 
Term 2: 
WW2 

Describe 
how their 
own lives 
have been 
influenced 
by a 
significant 
individual or 
movement. 
Term 2: 
WW2 

Suggest 
and 
research 
information 
sources 
required to 
present an 
in-depth 
study of a 
local town 
or city. 
Term 4: 
Revolution 

Provide 
reasons 
for, and 
outcomes 
of, the 
main 
events and 
changes in 
historical 
periods, 
showing 
factual 
knowledge 
of aspects 
of Britain 
and the 
wider 
world. 
Term 2: 
WW2 
Term 4: 
Revolution 

Describe the 
negative or 
positive impact 
of a period of 
history on 
contemporary 
society. 
Term 2: WW2 

Independently 
investigate a 
complex 
historical 
research 
question 
Term 2: WW2. 

Select, 
organise, 
summarise 
and present 
relevant 
information, 
from a wide 
range of 
sources, in 
the most 
effective 
way for a 
given 
purpose. 
Term 1: 
Mexico 

Acknowledge 
different points 
of view 
expressed and 
explain why 
these are 
important in 
understanding 
and interpreting 
history. 
Term 2: WW2 

Use in context 
and understand 
terms relating to 
different types of 
history (e.g. 
cultural, 
economic, 
military, political, 
religious and 
social). 
 
anachronism 
chronological order 
era/period B.C.E 
(Before the Common 
Era) C.E (The 
Common Era) B.C 
(Before Christ) A.D 
(Anno Domini) 
millennium thousands 
of years Stone Age 
Iron Age Celts Ancient 
civilisations Ancient 
Egyptians Egyptologist 
Ancient Greece The 



Ancient Greeks The 
Saxons The Vikings 
The Dark Ages Middle 
Ages The Georgians 
The Victorians The 
Industrial Revolution 
20th century World 
War I World War II 
trench war recruit 
alliance Blitz Home 
Front morale 
democracy Parliament 
vote suffrage Houses 
of Parliament 
represent Native 
Americans culture 
stereotype diversity 
traditional view 
attitudes The Ancient 
Maya Central America 
Mexico empire 
city-state astrology 
astronomy codex 
excavate cenote 
pok-ol-pok stele 
variety of sources 
different experiences 
this source suggests 
that.. I can infer that… 
impression the source 
omits to mention… the 
purpose …. reliability 
propaganda one sided 
biased motive mistake 
primary evidence eye 
witness Secondary 
evidence could have 
been might have been 
this source suggests 
that… this source 
doesn’t show that… 
reliable could have 
been… might have 
been… may be impact 
effects consequences 
legacy significance 



 

cause/s change 
continuity extent of 
continuity extent of 
change My conclusion 
is that… historian 
archaeologist 
archaeology  


