
Tower Hill History Curriculum Statement

Intent At Tower Hill, our history curriculum allows pupils to gain a coherent knowledge
and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It will inspire
pupils’ curiosity to know more about the past. Teaching will equip pupils to ask
perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and
develop perspective and judgement. History helps pupils to understand the
complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies
and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and
the challenges of their time.

Implementation At Tower Hill we have adopted a topic-based history curriculum, which is
carefully planned to make links with other subjects. The topics are part of a
sequence that meets the requirements of the national curriculum and builds
upon prior learning. Pupils will engage with the topics through a valid historical
enquiry or puzzling key question. Children will acquire knowledge of: people,
events, situations and developments,chronology and characteristic features
and historical terms. Pupils will develop an understanding of: evidence,
interpretations, cause, change, similarity and difference and significance.
Stories are at the heart of the curriculum; they have a major role in imparting
information, giving children a sense of wonder and involvement in history as a
creative, evidentially-based activity. Enrichment opportunities are planned to
support our commitment to grow the pupils’ cultural capital; these include
WOW days, curriculum and challenge days, museum loan boxes, educational
visits and visitors.

Impact Our cross-curricular, topic based history curriculum allows pupils to develop
detailed knowledge and skills of: chronological understanding, knowledge and
understanding of events, people and changes in the past, historical
interpretations and historical enquiry. Pupils will acquire a knowledge and
understanding of local, British and wider world history.

Pupils are required to organise and communicate their findings at the end of
the sequence so their learning gains coherence. As a result, children will
achieve well.

Coverage  and
Progression

The EYFS history curriculum follows the Development Matters guidance and is
underpinned by the Characteristics of Effective Learning: playing and exploring,
active learning and creating and thinking critically. Children begin to develop
historical knowledge and skills as part of the specific area of learning -
Understanding the World.

KS1 and KS2 topics have been chosen to ensure good progression so that
children gain a breadth of understanding over time, including the core concept
of chronology which underpins all aspects of history teaching and learning.
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Records  and
Assessment

Pupils attainment in history is tracked through on-going teacher
assessment and low-stake assessments. Assessments are recorded
by tracking the National Curriculum expectations for each key stage
that are taught through each topic.

The tracking tool ‘Target Tracker’ is used to record pupils’ attainment against
their age-appropriate objectives; teachers then use this information to plan the
‘next steps’ of their learning.

Inclusion We are committed to Inclusion. We aim to identify, understand and overcome
barriers to participation and belonging. We provide equal opportunities for all
learners regardless of age, gender, ethnicity, impairment, medical concerns,
attainment or background.

Safety All activities will take place with due regard to the health and safety of all
participants. Risk Assessments are maintained and appropriate equipment is
regularly checked.

2


