
Geography Skills Progression (2021-2022)

Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS)

In Nursery and Reception we firmly believe that a child learns best through child-initiated play where they can build important life skills such as curiosity, concentration,
creativity, problem solving, use of their imagination and independence through purposeful play experiences.

We use this child-led approach to plan ‘in the moment’.  This means we observe children and find out what excites and fascinates them.  We then look for ‘teachable
moments’ to take children’s learning to the next step.  By doing this we encourage children to become lifelong learners who are willing to take risks and challenge
themselves.  In order to do this we have an enabling environment inside and outside for children to explore and access independently with the support of skilled adults.
Although we follow the child’s lead and recognise each child’s different starting points, our environment is resourced to ensure children cover the Statutory EYFS
Framework.

The early stages of Geography are covered in the seven areas of learning and more specifically Understanding the World.  At Tower Hill, children observe, explore and
discuss the physical and natural world, read books to learn about different places and cultures and begin to understand what makes them unique.

B was drawing a picture.  T asked what he was drawing. B said ‘it’s me and my brother’. T asked what colour is your brother’s hair.  B said ‘brown like mine’. T suggested that B looked around to see who else had
brown hair.  B named various friends who had brown hair.  T and B then discussed other children’s hair colours and types.
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Year 1 Use the
correct
terms for
simple
geographi
cal
features in
the local
environme
nt.

Name and
locate the four
countries of
the United
Kingdom on a
map or globe.

Find and
name some
continents on
a world map.

Describe
how
pollution
(e.g. litter)
affects the
local
environmen
t.

Describe in
simple terms
how wind or
water has
affected the
geography of
an area.

Answer simple
questions
regarding
straight forward
geographical
patterns (e.g.
what are the
busiest times at
the park?).

Name the four
seasons and
describe typical
weather
conditions for
each of them

Identify the
similarities and
differences
between the
local
environment and
one other place.

Explain what
changes are
taking place in
the local
environment.

Explain how
physical and
human
processes lead
to diversity and
change in
places.

town, city, map
London,
England,
Scotland, Wales,
Northern Ireland,
Season, Spring
Summer,
Autumn, Winter

near,transport,
wind, far, lorry,
snow, left, bus,
rain, right, car, hail,



building, summer,
fog, plan, winter,
wet, globe, autumn,
dry, journey, spring,
hot, travel,
seasons, cold,
long, short, wide,
bungalow, junction,
narrow, town,
village, farm

Year 2 Describe
and
compare
human
and
physical
features
seen in
their local
environme
nt and
other
places in
the world.

Name and
locate the
capital cities
of the United
Kingdom and
its
surrounding
seas.

Name and
locate the
world’s
continents
and oceans
on a world
map or globe.

Suggest
ways of
improving
the local
environmen
t.

Describe how
a physical or
human
process has
changed an
aspect of an
environment
(e.g. the local
environment).

Explain simple
patterns and
offer an
explanation (e.g.
count traffic and
suggest reasons
for why the flow
changes at
different times).

Locate hot and
cold areas of the
world in relation
to the Equator
and the North
and South Poles
and explain how
the weather
affects these
areas.

Describe and
compare the
physical
similarities/differ
ences between
an area in the
United Kingdom
and one of a
contrasting
non-European
country.

Explain how a
place has
changed over
time.

Use given
information and
observations to
ask and respond
to questions
about the
environment,
recognising how
people affect this

countries,
capitals,
continents,
oceans,
North, South
Pole,

England, location,
Scotland, route,
Equator, Northern
Ireland, aerial view,
North Pole,
landscape, South
Pole, Wales,
environment, Irish
Sea, North,
London, North Sea,
South, Edinburgh,
English Channel,
east, Cardiff, local,
west, Belfast,
distant,
semi-detached,
terraced, address,
larger, smaller,
behind, city, desert,
ocean, beach, cliff,
coast, forest, hill,
mountain, sea,
river, valley, soil,
vegetation,
seasonal, port,
harbour, factory

Year 3 Describe
and

Name and
locate

Make
comparisons

Identify how
people both

Explain how
the physical

Provide a
reasonable

Sequence and
explain the

Compare and
contrast areas of

Identify changes
in the local and

Provide reasons
for their

Settlement, valley,
mountain,



compare
different
features
of human
and
physical
geograph
y of a
place,
offering
explanatio
ns for the
locations
for some
of these
features.

vegetation
belts across
the United
Kingdom,
explaining
how some of
these have
changed over
time.

of the same
geographical
feature in
different
countries.

damage
and
improve the
environmen
t.

processes of
erosion,
transportation
and
deposition
affect the
environment

explanation for
features in
relation to
location (e.g. the
shops outside
town are bigger
because there is
more space).

features of a
physical weather
process such as
the water cycle.

vegetation and
biomes in two
different
locations.

global
environment.

observations,
views and
judgements
regarding places
and
environments.

community,
vegetation,
weathering,
landscape, soil,
erosion, relief map,
peat, port, political
map, loam,
harbour, cliff, clay,
factory, ocean,
lake, office,
fieldwork, transport,
industry, sketch,
diagram, compass,
North East, South
East, North West,
South West,
weather, climate
zone, polar,
equator, tropical,
longitude, latitude,
environment

Year 4 Describe
how
physical
activity
has
impacted
and/or
changed
the
physical
and
human
characteri
stics of a
place in
the world.

Name and
locate rivers
of the United
Kingdom and
describe the
impact on
human and
physical
geography of
the places
they are
found.

Locate the
countries of
Europe
(including
Russia),
North and
South
America.

Explain
how people
try to
sustain
environmen
ts.

Describe and
explain how
physical
processes
have changed
the
characteristic
s of a
landscape,
country or
continent.

Describe
patterns in
geography and
offer clear
explanations for
why they appear
(e.g. a number of
hotels and
restaurants
found at the
seaside).

Describe and
explain how the
climate of a
country or
continent is
linked to the
distribution of
natural
resources and
tourism.

Compare and
contrast how
areas of the
world have
capitalised on
their physical or
human features.

Describe how
changes in the
features of a
place can affect
the lives and
activities of the
people living
there.

Offer reasons for
their own views
and recognise
that other people
may hold
different views.

greenhouse, valley,
warm, polytunnel,
contour, humid,
intensive farming,
height, coastal,
arable farming,
hydroponics,
evaporation,
market gardening,
allotment,
precipitation, mixed
farming,
distribution,
condensation,
organic farming,
import,
hemisphere,
distance, export,
productivity, scale,
native/ indigenous,
natural resources,
grid reference,
sustainable,
man-made
materials, satellite,



weathering/erosion,
hemisphere,
settlement patterns,
natural disaster,
tropical, inland,
ox-bow lake, polar,
urban/ rural,
spring], trade

Year 5 Describe
how
human
activity
has
impacted
upon
and/or
changed
the
physical
and
human
characteri
stics of a
place in
the world.

Name and
locate
counties and
cities of the
United
Kingdom,
identifying and
describing
their human
and physical
characteristics

Describe and
explain
similarities
and
differences
(human and
physical) of a
region of a
European
country, and
a region or
area within
North or
South
America.

Explain the
effect of
commercial
and
industrial
activity on
the
environmen
t and
suggest
ways to
improve it.

Describe how
physical and
human
processes
give a
continent its
unique
characteristic
s.

Respond to and
ask relevant
questions about
patterns in the
landscape and
make
appropriate
observations on
the location of
features relative
to others.

Describe how
weather and
climate affects
land use food
production.

Recognise and
describe the
physical and
human features
of places,
appreciating the
importance of
wider
geographical
location in
understanding
places.

Explain how
things change by
referring to the
physical and
human features
of the landscape.

Discuss and
comment on a
range of views
people hold
about
environmental
interaction and
change.

climate/ weather,
flood plain,
deposition,climate
zones, meander,
transportation,
tributary, surface,
confluence,
vegetation belts,
sea level, mouth,
river, grid
reference, source,
delta, terrain,
products, ox-bow
lake,features,
industrial, grid
reference, contour
lines,continent,
landscape, natural,
sub-continent,
water cycle,
population,
development, arid,
precipitation,
irrigation,
evaporation,
condensation,
ground water,
settlement, industry
,tourist, excursion,
scale, contours

Year 6 Explain
how
climate
zones,
biomes
and
vegetation

Describe in
detail the
human
characteristics
of some of the
largest cities
of the United

Describe the
environmenta
l regions, key
human and
physical
characteristic
s, countries

Evaluate
the
effectivenes
s and
impact of
environmen
tal schemes

Describe how
climate,
ecology and
people are
affected by
cold, and the
freezing and

Identify
geographical
patterns on a
range of scales.

Explain how
extreme climates
affect the lives of
people living
there and the
human and

Describe how
physical and
human
processes can
lead to
similarities/differ
ences in the

Explain how
physical and
human
processes lead
to diversity and
change in
places.

Recognise that
different values
and attitudes,
including their
own, result in
different
approaches to

Migrate,
naturalised, Arctic,
disperse,
indigenous,
Antarctic,
sustainability,
immigrant,



belts
affect the
physical
and
human
features
of a place
in the
world.

Kingdom,
taking into
account
population,
economic
activity and
transport
systems.

and major
cities of
Europe,
North and
South
America.

in place to
sustain or
improve the
environmen
t.

thawing
processes.

physical
geography.

environments of
places and in the
lives of people
who live there.

environmental
interaction and
change.

renewable, natural
disaster, survey,
population, natural
resources,
questionnaire,
biomes, canopy,
latitude, vegetation
belts, Ordnance
Survey, longitude,
climate zones,
distance,
Greenwich/Prime
Meridian,
conservation,
scale, Time zone,
pollution, grid
reference, Northern
hemisphere,
export, symbols,
Southern
hemisphere,
import, urban,
Tropic of Capricorn,
tropical, rural,
Tropic of Cancer,
equatorial, land
use, Equator,
subterranean,
congestion,
latitude, location,
pollution,
longitude,tectonic
plates,
deforestation,
magma


