
Tower Hill English Curriculum Statement

Intent At Tower Hill, we believe that a quality English curriculum should develop children’s
love of reading, writing and discussion. Reading is a priority because we believe that
reading is central to a child’s understanding of the school curriculum and is of vital
importance in life. Fluent readers can access a full range of life experiences and can
enjoy an amazing breadth of genres and writers.

When children leave Tower Hill, we expect them to be avid readers, children who read
fluently and widely and are able to express their preferences and opinions about the
texts that they read. We want them to read for pleasure, having had access to a wide
range of text types, genres and authors in order for them to make informed opinions
about their favourites.

We want to produce children who write with confidence and accuracy for a variety of
purposes and audiences whilst developing their own individual flair. We want our
children to be able to write with grammatical accuracy and be able to apply spelling
patterns correctly using a neat handwriting style. We aim to expose our children to a
wide range of vocabulary so that they are able to decipher new words and then use
them when speaking both informally and formally. We also aim for our children to apply
all of these English skills to all areas of the curriculum. By the end of each phase, we
expect children to have met the objectives set out in the National Curriculum.

Implementation ● Each term or half term, teachers plan their English lessons using a high quality
book alongside ‘Reading Through Quality Texts’ templates. This ensures a
hook to engage the children straight away, coverage of genres, sentence and
grammar work, book talk and guided reading opportunities. This ensures whole
school consistency and progression.

● Weekly comprehension lessons, VIPERS (UKS2) and Totally Pawsome Crew
(KS1/LKS2) are taught, where there is a focus on reading fluency and other
reading skills such as inference and retrieval. Teachers teach and model these
skills using slides.

● Our focus to enrich children’s vocabulary has been implemented this academic
year, where each English/Reading lesson begins with our Vocabulary Splats.
These are ambitious words selected by the teacher prior to the lesson based on
how tricky they are or how unfamiliar they are. We use the 3 tiered approach
where the word is written on a card, it is a colour-coded card and a picture is
drawn to help explain and remember the word. They are then put on display
and referred to throughout the day as a way of embedding the words.

● In KS1, we teach phonics through the Read, Write, Inc Ruth Miskin phonics
program. It is a systematic, fast paced approach to teaching phonics. The
children read decodable books that match their phonics level.

● To further develop the children’s writing, we use the ‘Boxed’ Success Criteria
for some writing opportunities. This enables each child to discuss ideas, listen
to suggestions and to have specific examples of what to include in their writing.

● Challenge in writing is also a focus for us this academic year where all children
will be expected to complete the challenges, some will be supported, and these
will come from the success criteria or vocabulary splats mentioned above.

● Pupils are taught the Continuous Cursive SOW and the children are
encouraged to use it in all of their written work. This is also modelled by the
staff.

● Oxford Owl spelling programme is used from Y1 – Y6 on a daily basis. This
focuses on spelling patterns, homophones, orange words, dots and dashes and
dictation practice.

● This academic year, we chose to use the Kluwell Reading Record books in
each class as a further way to encourage daily reading. It is an expectation



throughout the school that all children read at least four times a week and it is
written in and signed each week. The reading milestones are celebrated in
class and assemblies.

Impact Pupils at Tower Hill will be able to talk enthusiastically about reading and writing and
understand the importance of this subject. They can also talk about books and authors
that they have enjoyed and can make reading recommendations. Pupils can make
links between texts and the different themes and genres within them. They can
recognise similarities and differences. Children understand the reading and writing
process.

Children are taught reading and writing progressively and at a pace appropriate to
each individual child. Teachers' subject knowledge ensures that skills taught are
matched to National Curriculum objectives. Those children who don’t make expected
progress, are identified quickly and, when possible, appropriate support is put in place
to ensure gaps are closed and knowledge is deepened.

At the end of each year we expect the children to have achieved Age Related
Expectations (ARE) for their year group. Some children will have progressed further
and achieved greater depth (GD).

Coverage  and
Progression

The details of the EYFS Curriculum (Literacy, Communication and Language) and the
National Curriculum for English (Spoken Language, Reading, Writing, and Spelling,
Punctuation and Grammar) can be found in the relevant documents on the school’s
website.

Records  and
Assessment

● ‘Target Tracker’ is used to record pupils’ attainment against their
age-appropriate objectives; teachers then use this information to plan the ‘next
steps’ of their learning.

● Year 1 pupils are assessed using the Year 1 Phonics Screening Check.
● KS1 and KS2 pupils are assessed using the PIRA standardised reading test.
● End of Key Stage Reading and GPS SATs in Year 2 and Year 6.

Inclusion We aim to identify, understand and overcome barriers to participation and belonging.
We provide equal opportunities for all learners regardless of age, gender, ethnicity,
impairment, medical concerns, attainment or background. We value the individuality of
all of our children and we are committed to giving all our children every opportunity to
achieve the highest of standards. We do this by taking account of pupils' varied
experiences and needs. We offer a broad and balanced curriculum, and have high
expectations of all children. The achievements, attitudes and well-being of all our
children matter.

Safety ● All activities and visits will take place with due regard to the health and safety of
all participants.

● Risk Assessments for trips and visits are completed and appropriate first aid
equipment and transport is arranged.

● Visitors to school will be subject to the school’s usual safeguarding checks.


